
 
KETTERING CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT                  Parent Newsletter 
Serving the Children of Kettering and Moraine                 April/May 2011 
  
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE… 
 

Our high school students took the Ohio Graduation Tests several weeks ago.  In the time period from April 
26th to May 5th, our 3rd through 8th graders took or will take the Ohio Achievement Assessments.  I know testing 
time often means high anxiety, but we have tried to foster an environment of friendly, calm confidence this 
year in the Kettering Schools during these testing weeks.  We have tried to think of test time as a time of 
joyous celebration of everything we have learned all year.  We certainly thank our teachers and principals for 
all of their hard work this year, both in preparing our students for the big tests and for helping our kids get 
generally smarter and more capable.   
 
There have been rumors popping up and spreading about the closing of certain schools for next year, with Van 
Buren, Orchard Park, and Oakview mentioned most often.   Although I do not want to minimize our fiscal 
difficulties, there are no plans to close ANY of our schools for next school year. 
 
Passing our 4.9 mill new-money levy last fall put this district on pretty solid fiscal ground.  However, the state 
is facing an $8 billion deficit and is planning drastic cuts to education to help balance its budget.  The 
Kettering City School District stands to lose millions as a result of cuts in state funding and the elimination of 
the Tangible Personal Property Tax reimbursements.  A letter about the TPPT problem was mailed out to all 
Kettering citizens this week.  We hope our elected officials in the General Assembly will fight hard for us in 
Columbus. 
 
Again, our financial situation is very serious, but we do not plan to close any schools next year.  

 
-- Dr. Jim Schoenlein 

 

 

‘Calamity Day’ Bill Passes 
 

Senate Bill 36, also referred to by some as the 
“Calamity Day Bill,” was signed into law recently 
by Gov. John Kasich. S.B. 36 includes legislation 
that increases the number of “Calamity Days” for 
districts, effective with the 2010-2011 school year, 
from three to five total days. 

The Kettering City Schools have missed a 
total of four days so far during the 2010-2011 
school year. What this means is that, barring some 
unforeseen “calamity” between now and the end 
of the current school year, the Kettering Schools 
will not be required to make up any days, and the 
district’s last day of school for students will be 
June 2nd. 

 
 

KCS a Finalist in National Contest 
 
Congratulations to Louise Easterly, Kettering’s 
Supervisor of Food & Nutrition Services, and 
to her “Chef Assistants” at Van Buren Middle 
School. In February, the “cooking crew” 
participated in a national recipe contest that was 
promoted by our First Lady, Michelle Obama, as 
part of her "Let's Move" campaign. It was 
announced by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture in early March that their recipe is 
one of the 15 semi-finalists for this 
NATIONAL. 

 
From now until May 15th, everyone is 

encouraged to go online to the following website: 
http://www.recipesforkidschallenge.com/submissions 
where you can vote for Kettering’s recipe – 
Chicken Alfredo with a Twist – to determine the 
Popular Choice Award winner in the contest.  
 

     The second phase of the contest will include a  
visit on May 10th by representatives from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Food and Nutrition 
Service Department to Van Buren Middle School, 
where they will speak with Louise and some of the 
students involved in the project. They will also 
observe the preparing and serving of Chicken 
Alfredo with a Twist to Van Buren students during 
lunch. The USDA reps will choose First-Place 
Finalists from among the schools across the country 
that they visit and these finalists will compete in a 
national cook-off to determine the Grand Prize 
winner.  
 
Louise’s participation in projects such as the 
national recipe contest is all part of her ongoing 
efforts to bring new, healthy meals that will appeal 
to young people to the Kettering Schools’ cafeterias.   
 

City to Unveil Newly Renovated Parks 
 

The Kettering Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts 
Department will proudly unveil four of its newly 
renovated parks during special upcoming Grand 
Opening ceremonies: 
May 14th 

Kennedy Park (10 a.m.); Oak Park (1 p.m.)  
 
May 21st 
Van Buren Park (10 a.m.); Wenzler Park (1 p.m.) 
 

The Grand Opening ceremonies open to the 
public, so come on out and join in the fun, where 
you’ll have the chance to see the new playground 
equipment, walking paths, splash pad, public artwork 
and picnic and seating areas that are all a part of the 
major renovations the city has made to our parks. For 
details on each park’s renovations, please call the city 
at 296-2454. 

http://www.recipesforkidschallenge.com/submissions
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PLEASE  READ  CAREFULLY 
 Procedures for Senior Graduation Ceremony this Year 

Starting at colleges and filtering to high schools, the trend across the country has been to have a 
loud, raucous, rowdy, circus-like atmosphere at graduation.  We at Fairmont all hope to have a 
dignified semi-formal graduation ceremony that we can remember with fondness and pride.  
We will try very hard to have a nice ceremony.  We want to count on every parent to help us in 
this effort.  Please help your student remember these requirements for our graduation 
ceremony this year. 

• Gentlemen are required to wear dress slacks, dress shoes, a dress shirt, and a tie.  Ladies 
must dress appropriately for a semi-formal function.  (If your family does not have or 
cannot afford such attire, please contact the Principal’s office for assistance  499-1603))  

• Graduates will carry their robe over their arms until 5 minutes before the ceremony 
begins, then students will don their robes and proceed into the arena.  

• Any graduate who disrupts the ceremony, or distracts from the dignity of the ceremony, 
or possesses materials or objects that might disrupt the ceremony or distract from the 
dignity of the ceremony, will be removed from participation in the graduation 
ceremony.  

• Admission will be by ticket only. Each senior will receive 10 tickets in advisory in mid-
May. Families who need more tickets may get them by sending a request note signed by 
a parent to your student’s unit office. 

• Graduates can pick up their diplomas any day after graduation in the Fairmont High 
School office.  

Baccalaureate – Sunday, May 29, 3:00 at St. Charles Church 
Thursday, June 2, Commencement – 7:00 at the Nutter Center

Summer School applications are available now on-line on the Fairmont page of the Kettering Schools 
web site. US Government is the only on-site offering. There are a number of on-line offerings from the 
Kettering Virtual Academy. Sign-ups are available from April 18 – May 27, with registration preference 
being given to to Fairmont students and Kettering residents 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to: our art staff, Mrs. Susan Bennett, art supervisor, and all of our art 
students and staff  for organizing another outstanding district-wide N2 Art Show; Over 150 seniors and 
20 staff members who participated in SENIORS HELPING SENIORS, organized by Mrs. Borchers, and 
funded through a grant from the Community Foundation for Kettering a project which paired members 
of our senior class with residents of several senior citizen housing facilities; The Girls Soccer Parents for 
organizing a wonderful Mother-Son Dance; and the Sophomore Class Council, Mrs. Kelsey adviser, for 
organizing a very successful Father-Daughter Dance; award winners in the Aviation Art Exhibition 
Jennifer McGarry---BEST OF SHOW; Kaitlin Berry, 1st PLACE  (10-12th group), and honorees Lin 
Phu, Aubrey Hodapp and Cameron Fink. Congratulations to the following Fairmont High School 
students who have recently distinquished themselves on this year’s National Latin Exam. Latin I (gold 
medalists – Ian Morgan, Connor Loftus), (silver medalists – Caroline Kasper, Maria Apiado, Chris 
Muratore, Nathan McFarland), (cum laude certificates – Joshua Strange, Clay Dorman).  Latin II (gold 
medalists –  Blake Rasor, Jonathon Stewart),  (silver medalists – Stephen Nordin, Matt Silverman, 
Nicole Cordonnier, Saleh Hindi, Caitlin Post, Caitlin O’Hara, Evan Gentry, Luke Honeywell), (magna 
cum laude certificates – Devon Whalen, Alexis Winland, Abigail Riffle, Brad Pyle), (cum laude 
certificates – Angela Cooney,Gabriell Montavon, Amanda Rajchel, James Johnson, Sarah Cole).  Latin 
III (gold medalists – Corinn Herrick), (silver medalists – Daniel Moody, Jason Lewis),  (magna cum 
laude certificates – McKenzie Dorman, Adam Donovan, Tyler Dahlinghaus).  Latin IV (magna cum 
laude certificates – Rebecca Riffle, Brendan Rasor, Tessa Kellner). The NLE is administered 
internationally each March to over 100,000 students. Latin lives at Fairmont! 

http://www.ketteringschools.org/


Congratulations to the following Fairmont DECA Marketing students Connor Darnell, Sara Moore, and 
Taylor who will compete in the INTERNATIONAL DECA competition in Orlando, and to  Junior 
Corrin Herrick  who was recently awarded the Wright Scholar award from WPAFB to intern this 
summer in their laser and plasma physics lab and as a Joyce Ivy Foundation scholar. 
Congratulations and thanks to Mr. David Elliott, Director of Guidance and Counseling, and over 20 staff 
members and 40 student volunteers for their efforts to provide an outstanding 8th Grade Orientation. 
 

 

Important dates for May/June 
May 2-6 - Teacher Appreciation Week    May 10 – Orchestra Concert – 7:00  
May 2-6 – Fairmont Industries Plant Sale   May 9 - MOTHER’S DAY 
May 12 – National Honor Society Induction   May 12 – 1 hour early dismissal  
May 15 – USB Awards & Induction Ceremony   May 15 -  Senior Symphony Recital 
May 17 – Career Tech Completer Ceremony   May 17 – Scholar Athlete Banquet 
May 18 – Class Ring Delivery     May 19  -  Sports Physical Day  
May 25 – Band at the Fraze     May 26 - Class Ring Adjustment Day 
May 16 – Orchestra Senior Recital – 6:00   May 18 – Class Ring delivery 
May 20 – Last Day od School for Seniors 
May 26 – Senior Line-of-March Practice, Picnic, Cap and Gown Pick-up        
May 29 – Baccalaureate – 3:00 at St. Charles (for all seniors and families) 
May 30 – Memorial Day – No School      
June 2 – Last day of school for 9th, 10th, and 11th graders  

Thursday, June 2, Commencement  
7:00 at the Nutter Center 

June 3 – Seniors pick up diplomas (9:00-3:00) in Main Office 

 

 

We are looking for volunteers to help organize this year’s senior picnic. If you are interested 
please contact Mr. Petrello at <Bill.Petrello@ketteringschools.org>. 

 

 

Baccalaureate Service for the Fairmont High School Class of 2011
 
Dear Graduates and Parents, 
  
You, your family, and friends are cordially invited to attend the parent sponsored Baccalaureate 
Service in honor of the Fairmont High School Graduating Class of 2011.  This interfaith service 
includes inspirational music, writings, and student- composed tributes presented by fellow members 
of the Fairmont graduating class.  This ceremony is always a very special and meaningful part of the 
graduation activities.  The service will be held: 

 
Sunday, May 29, 2010; 3:00 p.m.  

 
(Graduates meet at the church by 2:15 p.m.  

Cap and gown and appropriate attire.) 
 

The Church of St. Charles Borromeo - 4500 Ackerman Blvd. 
 

Reception immediately following to honor the graduates 
 
There is no need to RSVP for this event.  Invite your family, friends, and neighbors! 
We look forward to making this a special day for the graduates! 
Donations to help fund the service are welcome. Checks can be made payable to Parent 
Baccalaureate Organization, 216 Castle Drive, Kettering, Ohio 45429. 
A DVD of the service will be available for purchase. 

 
German Club will hold its annual German Talent Show 2011 on May 18th at the Recital Hall. 
Although the performers are students from the German Program only, anybody is welcome to attend. 
 
 

mailto:Bill.Petrello@ketteringschools.org


 
Children’s Play. The Fairmont Drama Department is proud to present the 2011 Children’s Play The 
Frog Princess. There will be several in-school performances for the 1st and 2nd graders in our elementary 
schools on Friday, May 13 and there will be performances for the school and community on Saturday, 
May 14, at 10:00 am and 2 pm in the Recital Hall. 
 
 
Juniors Paqui Toscano and Caroline Zhang, both students of Mr. Scott Byer, recently achieved the 
highest scores on the American Legion Government Test. They beat out students from Alter, 
Bellbrook,  Centerville, and Oakwood, and Pacqui had the highest score in the entire 3rd District of 
Ohio. Paqui Toscano, Kevin O’Donnell,  and Adam Donovan have been chosen to attend Buckeye Boys 
State, and Melanie West has been chosen to attend Buckeye Girls State. At these American Legion 
sponsored programs students have the opportunity to spend a week running a mock state government. 
Our award-winning student literary magazine, Aerie,  will be on sale the week of May 9 – 13. Students 
will have opportunity to order a copy beforehand in English class. 
 

 

Attention Junior Parents: 
If your Junior is 4-year college bound, then they should be registering to take the ACT or SAT.  With 
55% of students scoring higher the second time they test, Fairmont recommends that students take the 
tests for the first time at the end of Junior year.  The SAT will be given at Fairmont on June 4 and the 
ACT will be given at Fairmont on June 11.  Please visit Fairmont’s webpage under “Testing” for 
registration information, helpful test-taking tips, and practice tests.   

 

 

Attention any student taking algebra 2 college prep or tech prep next year.  You will be 
receiving a summer packet from your math teacher at the beginning of May.  This mandatory packet 
is to be completed over the summer to make sure you keep a few very basic algebra one concepts 
fresh in your mind.  The packet is due the first day of school and will be tested on by the end of the 
first week.   
 
Attention any student that will be enrolled in Honors Algebra II or the Algebra II/Pre-calc. 
Block next year.  These courses also have a packet that must be completed over the summer.  This 
packet is a more in-depth review of the algebra I concepts.  It is not the same as the college prep 
algebra II packet.  This too, is due the first day of school and students will be tested over the 
material.  You will receive this packet before the end of this school year. 
 
IF YOU LOSE THE PACKET OVER THE SUMMER, the packet for college prep or tech prep 
algebra II will be available on Julie Fisher’s or Liz Jensen’s website.  The Honors Aglebra II or Block 
packet will be available on Mrs. Johnson’s website. 

 

Kettering Fairmont High School will be administering the 2011 AP tests during the weeks of May 
2nd through May 13th. Close to 200 students will take part in18 different tests in math, science, 
English, social studies, foreign language, and art. The students who take these tests have the 
opportunity to receive enhanced grades in their AP courses, college credit, and scholarship 
designations. Results will be received over the summer in late July. 
  
Also, Fairmont High School will also be giving the 2011 End of Course Exams (EOCE) for the 
varied subjects of math, science, social studies, and English. The exams will be given during the 
week of May 16th-20th. The EOCE's are a reflection of a more rigorous curriculum, and the future of 
standardized testing in the state. Results will be available later in the summer as well. 
 
May means it’s time for AP and IB tests at the high school.  Many students will be taking one or 
more challenging tests to earn college credit.  If your child is testing, help them de-stress by 
encouraging them to get quality sleep, eat well, and take advantage of reviews offered by their 
teachers.   

 

 

To secure the current Muse Machine membership rate, students can pay $25 before the last day of 
school for membership during the 2011-2012 school year.  We’re not sure if the cost will increase 
next year; but if it does, students who join now will not have to pay the increase. 

 
 
 



Congratulations to the New United Student Body Cabinet who will organize and lead all of the student 
activities for the 2011-2012 school year. 
 
President – Monica Wanger 
Vice-President – Paqui Toscano 
Secretary – Anna Smith 
Treasurer – Melanie West 
 And Commissioners 
Spirit – Justin Kihn 
Social Activities – Madison Koebke 
Special Projects – Jessica Wuensch 
Communications – Lexi Fannin 
Public Relations – Alyson Miller 
Elections – Jeff Bruns 
 
 
Congratulations to this year’s Prom Court: Kyle Chambers, Laura Cordonnier, Morgan Cornele, Dustin 
Hamm, Kelly Hart, Charlie Jones, Ben Matheson, Missy Moore, Ben Newell, Kaitlin Pickrel, Michele 
Post,  Joey Pretzinger, Victor Scarpelli, and Katana Williams. 
 
 
************************************************************************************ 

Kettering Fairmont High School proudly presents 
the highly acclaimed musical 

 

“The Secret Garden” 
 

Performance Dates 
May 4, 5, 6, 7 – 7:30 p.m.    

For more information or tickets 
Call (937) 499-2647 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

2011 SPORTS PHYSICAL EXAMS FOR HIGH SCHOOL AND MIDDLE 
SCHOOL ATHLETES ON PHYSICAL DAY, Thursday, May 19, 2011. 
As a service to our interscholastic athletes currently in grades 6-11, the Kettering City 
School District offers an extensive sports physical exam for $15.00.  Pre-registration in 
required.  Please visit our website: www.firebirdathletics.com for details. 

As weather continues to improve, all of our spring sports teams are in full swing. Come out to 
support the Firebirds in track and field, baseball, softball, tennis, and volleyball. Go on line to check 
the schedules for specific, times, and locations

 
 

 

Robin Lensch awarded 2011 Ohio Athletic Trainers’ Association Service Award
Our very own Robin Lensch, athletic trainer, has been awarded the 2011 OATA Service Award.  She 
has been a long standing active member of the OATA and NATA.  She served as OATA secretary from 
2005‐2009.  She also serves on the Professional Education Committee and is the Sub‐Chair of the 
Membership Communication Committee.  She is a great resource to the association and profession 

 
 

http://www.firebirdathletics.com/


 
 

 

 
 

WHOOPING COUGH!        MENINGITIS! 
ARE YOU IMMUNIZED? 

 
 
SENIORS HEADING TO COLLEGE NEXT YEAR----CHECK YOUR 
COLLEGE IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS! 
 
 
THE PUBLIC HEALTH-DAYTON & MONTGOMERY WILL BE 
HOLDING IMMUNIZATION CLINICS AT THE KETTERING REC ON 
THE FIRST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH THIS SUMMER.  THEY 
ARE FROM 4-7 P.M.  
 
 
All Public Health-Dayton & Montgomery County clinics are walk-in, no 
appointments. 
 
Space is limited and patients will be seen on a first come, first serve basis.  Bring your 
teen’s shot record and insurance card to every visit.  Fees for state supplied vaccines 
will be based on ability to pay.  No eligible child will be turned away based on 
guardian ability to pay.  No money is collected at the site. For additional questions, 
please contact the Immunization program at 225-4550. 
 
Parents must accompany their student to sign a consent form. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Go  
      Firebirds! 
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